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SIAM. 

By  Vice  Cun««ul  Carl  C  Hnnscii,  Baii^'kok,  July  '2H. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  Siam's  activities  in 
developing  its  trade  and  industries  were  indicated  by  the  formation 
of  a  department  of  commerce,  which,  in  connection  with  the  depart- 
ment of  general  statistics,  is  to  evolve  phms  for  stimuhiting  local 
industries  and  promoting  domestic  and  foreign  trade.  However,  as 
up  to  the  present  time,  the  central  customs  administration  has  not 
been  extended  to  the  northern  part  of  Siam  and  to  the  Siamese  Malay 
States,  the  only  official  foreign  trade  figures  available  are  those  ap- 
pearing in  the  annual  reports  on  the  foreign  trade  and  navigation  of 
Bangkok  issued  by  the  Bangkok  customs  department.  The  values 
given  in  the  official  statistics  are  in  "  ticals,"  the  standard  siher  coin 
of  Siam,  which  have  been  converted  into  United  States  currencv  at 
the  rate  of  $0.37  to  the  "  tical.'' 

Trade  by  Countries. 

The  share  of  each  country  in  the  foreign  trade  of  Siam  for  the  two 
fiscal  years,  1914-15  and  1915-16,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Countries. 


United  States 

Australia 

Austria-Hungary. , 

Belgium 

China 

Cochin-China 

Denmark 

Dutch  possessions. 

France 

Germany 

Hongkong 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Netherlands 

Philippines 

Russia 

Singapore 

Switzerland 

United  Kingdom. 
All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports  from. 


1914-15  1915-16 


041,89:? 
61,093 
69, 633 
416, 043 
200,934 
300, 330 
204, 790 
980, 439 
283, 385 
165, 128 
591,304 
514,550 
263,262 
686,932 
407, 770 
18, 431 
48,283 
446,935 
133,608 
110, 864 
90,976 


29, 036, 583 


$1,135,88;? 

55, 093 

665 

4,377 

3,309,612 

264,826 

267,366 

1,118,306 

229, 229 

58, 778 

5, 482, 434 

3,471,609 

237,  837 

739, 848 

342, 926 

26, 553 


6,085,914 
129,975 

4,782,967 
172, 320 


27,916,518 


Exports  to. 


1914-15  1915-16 


S132, 644 
2, 123 

25,399 
261,590 

79. 26(i 

64,308 
267, 558 
633,630 
175,911 
978, 495 
10,187,942 
999, 829 

88, 710 
222, 877 
829, 239 


17,007,733 

1,266 

5,016,360 

633, 150 


37,608,030 


S117, 440 
4,10-1 


1,335 

320,217 

237, 221 

281,94:! 

722, 154 

5, 585 

9 

11,523,647 

1, 175, 850 

35, 698 

60,017 


17,384 

185 

19,657,052 


3,942,384 
1, 108, 603 


39, 210, 828 


The  values  of  Siam's  exports  to  the  United  States  are  given  in 
the  foregoing  table  as  $132,644  for  the  fiscal  year  1914-15  and  $117,- 
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4-10  for  1915-lC,  while  the  actual  values  of  the  articles  invoiced  for 
shipment  to  the  United  States  through  this  consulate  were  $292,703, 
and  $310,239,  respectively,  the  difference  being  due  to  the  fact  that 
part  of  the  shipments  were  ci-edited  by  tlie  customs  to  the  port  of 
transshipment  and  the  remainder  to  the  port  of  destination.  Like- 
wise tlie  figures  representing  the  value  of  United  States  imports 
into  Siam  should  not  be  taken  as  final  for  the  reason  that  during 
1915-16,  owing  to  transshipment  difficulties  at  Singapore  for  Bang- 
kok, several  shipping  companies  refused  to  issue  bills  of  lading 
farther  than  Singapore,  and,  therefore,  American  goods  intended 
for  Siam  had  to  be  consigned  direct  to  that  port.  Subsequently  some 
of  these  goods  v/ere  permitted  reshipment  to  Bangkok  on  another 
bill  of  lading,  but  as  the  customs  figures  at  the  latter  port  only  reveal 
the  last  commercial  transaction  and  not  the  sphere  of  production, 
these  reshipments  were  regarded  as  exports  from  Singapore  and  not 
as  from  the  United  States. 

Some  American  goods  intended  for  Siam  were  sold  at  the  place  of 
first  consignment,  and  others,  having  been  detained  for  many  months, 
are  still  av,-aiting  permission  for  transshipment  to  Bangkok.  There- 
fore, in  general,  it  nuiy  be  concluded  that  with  normal  conditions  at 
the  ports  of  transshipment,  the  figures  given  in  this  report  as  repre- 
senting the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Siam  would  have  shown 
at  least  double  the  amount. 
Review  of  the  Import  Trade. 

General  merchandise  accounted  for  $141,864  in  the  decrease  in 
Siani's  import  trade  for  the  year  under  review,  but  for  the  preceding- 
year  the  loss  in  this  class  of  goods  was  much  greater,  amounting  to 
$4,520,048.  The  causative  factors  operating  in  this  decline  are  gen- 
erally understood  to  have  been  the  higher  prices  demanded  for  for- 
eign goods  and  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  new  supplies  from  the 
usual  sources  of  production.  At  the  same  time  the  country's  pur- 
chasing power  for  foreign  goods  was  curtailed  by  the  comparatively 
low  prices  at  which  native  products  for  export  had  to  be  sold  in  order 
to  compensate  for  the  excessive  cost  of  freight.  Gold  leaf  was 
responsible  for  a  loss  of  $353,110  and  treasure  for  $761,742  in  the 
imports  for  1915-16.  The  alcoholic  liquor  imports  amounted  to 
676,281  gallons,  valued  at  $602,736  for  1914-15.  but  while  the  quan- 
tity imported  for  1915-16  was  less  by  15,043  gallons,  the  total  import 
value  readied  $690,731,  on  account  of  the  advance  in  price. 

In  the  class  of  general  merchandise  the  items  showing  marked 
advance  over  1914—15  wer?:  Biscuits,  $15,195;  chemicals  and  medi- 
cines, $73,456;  flour,  $39,790;  nails  and  rivets,  $102,916;  matches, 
$136,261;  paper  and  paper  products,  $101,412;  perfumery  and  cos- 
metics, $21,929;  rubber  goods,  $23,808;  soap,  $50,543;  sporting  goods 
and  games,  $13,816;  stationery,  $23,362;  sugar  and  molasses,  $111,- 
939:  tobacco  and  its  manufactures,  $66,146. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  decline  in  the  imports  of  cotton 
goods  of  $609,277;  cotton  yarns,  $189,,572;  electrical  goods,  $22,936; 
gnnnv  bags.  $126,775;  hats  and  caps,  $44,642:  milling  machinery, 
$35,222;  railway  material,  $351,822;  lamps  and  parts,  $50,815;  and 
woolen  goods,  $49,574. 
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Comparative  Figures  of  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported into  and  exported  from  Siam  during  the  last  two  fiscal  years : 


Articles. 


1914-15         1915-10 


Articles. 


1914-15 


1915-10 


IMPORTS. 


IMPORTS— continued. 


and 


Ammunition 

plosives 

Arms 

Art  works 

Belting,  machine 

Bicycles,  and  parts 

Biscuits 

Brass  manufactures 

Carriages ,  etc 

Cement 

Chemicals  and  medicines.. 

China  and  earthenware 

Clocks  and  watches,  etc 

Clothing,  articles  of 

Coal  and  coke 

Copper  and  copperware. . . 

Cordage,  twine,  etc 

Cotton  goods 

(Cutlery  (except  tools) 

Dyestuffs 

p;iectrical  goods  and  ap- 
paratus  

Embroideries,  lace,  etc. . . . 

Enameled  ware 

Fish: 

Canned 

Another 

Flour 

Glass  and  crystal  ware 

Gold  leaf.  ..■. 

Gunny  bags 

Hats  and  caps 

Hemp  manufactures,  other 

than  cordage 

Iron  and  steel   manufac- 
tures: 

Bars,  sections,  etc 

Galvanized  sheets, 

plain  or  corrugated. . 

hon  or  steel  sheets  and 

plates 

Machinery- 
Marine  

Milling 

Other,  and  parts... 

Nails,  rivets.ete 

Railway  material 

Railway  cars,  trucks, 

etc 

Wire,    and    manutic- 

tures 

Another 

Jewelry: 

Gold  and  silver  ware 
(including       plated 

ware) 

Precious  stones— 

.Set 

Unset 

Lamps,  and  parts 

leather  manufactures: 

Boots  and  shoes 

All  other 

Matches 

Matting  and  rattan  goods.. 

Meat ,  preserved 

Milk,  canned 

Motorcars,  and  parts , 

Motorcycles 

Musical  i  nst  nunents , 

Oils: 

Mineral , 

Lubricating 

Oilcloth,  etc 


$83,883 
30,433 
43,307 
30,421 
:M,931 
91,548 

244,744 
5,300 

221,804 

441,090 

375,272 
47,829 
87,091 

105,307 
55,004 

141,139 

5,335,082 

40,463 

49,590 

174,982 
104,12.5 

89, 834 

84,371 
277,087 
175,370 
123, 375 
1,120,595 
1,640,374 
155,578 

77.500 


104,255 

272, 157 

14,314 

48,844 
47,288 

442, 101 
45,935 

475,014 

104,319 

28,924 
.358,320 


72,033 

223, 105 
70,035 
131,878 

.38,370 
152,000 
268,913 
418,311 

51,0t7 

108,. 501 

121,004 

4,020 

14,666 

1,115,2261 
114,204 
27,050 


$17,710 

17,401 

59,025 

49,305 

31,510 

100, 743 

233,062 

7,079 

158,442 

515, 151 

438,483 

39,053 

95,005 

111,002 

33, 145 

204,093 

4,725,805 

38,317 

49,796 

152,050 
84,397 
43,751 

70,206 
303,420 
215, 166 
118,131 
773,485 
1,513,599 
110,930 

51,501 


184,121 

244,126 

19, 167 

30,6.50 

12,000 

414,990 

148,851 

123,192 

131,982 

.53,810 
363, 721 


34,074 
275, 630 
81,063 

.33,040 
155,307 
405, 174 
435, 709 

67, 523 

1.31,005 

101,843 

7, 730 

13,872 

1,158,124 
103,920 
20, 400 


Opiiun 

Painters'  colors 

Paper  and  manufactures, 

books,  etc 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics . . 

Rubber  goods 

Silk,  and  manufactures: 

Piece  goods 

Raw 

Another 

Soap 

Spices  and  condiments 

Sporting  goods  and  games.. 
Stationery,     other     than 

paper 

Sugar  and  molasses 

Tea 

Tiles 

Tobacco.and  manufactures, 
Treasure,  gold  coin,  etc  — 

Umbrellas 

Varnish 

Vegetables,  dried 

Wax 

Wine,  beer,  spirits,  etc 

Wood,  and  manufactures: 

Planks,  etc 

Furniture  and  cabinet- 
work   

other  manufactures. . . 

Woolen  goods 

Yarn,  cotton: 

White 

Colored— 

Turkey  red 

Other 

Zinc,  and  mauufaUures.... 
.\11  other  articles 


$1,009,684 
102, 895 

339, 228 
80, 989 
103,  702 

939, 828 
25, 551 
70,252 

86,202 
207, 554 
23, 083 

51,025 

1,077,044 

308, 275 

28,481 

005, 198 

1,3.58,344 

168, 129 

15,889 
105, 104 

52, 803 
002, 736 

418,241 

30,800 
.39,638 
107,274 

422,885 

83,9.53 

238,099 

21,118 

3,522,514 


$1,118,340 
134,817 

437, 040 
102, 918 
127, 507 

1,321,058 
29, 079 
99,581 
130, 805 
187, 651 
36,904 

74, 387 

1,188,983 

330, 32.-. 

25,022 
071,344 
596, 602 
143,591 

18, 402 
442,409 

52, 901 
250, 224 

307,481 

42,808 
45, 752 
57, 700 

270,827 

09,300 

215, 232 

21,147 

4,104,710 


Total. 


29,036,583 


27,916,518 


KXPORTS. 


Armadillo  .skins 

Bones 

Cardamoms 

Copra 

Cotton 

Damar 

Fish 

( ;  amboge 

(ium  benzom , 

Hides  and  skins , 

Horns , 

Lac,  stick  or  crude , 

Mussels 

Pepper 

Pineapples 

Preciou.s  stones  (including 

reexports) 

Rice  and  paddy 

Rubber- '. , 

Salt 

Silk,  and  manufactures: 

Piece  goods 

Raw. 

Wolfram  (tungsten)  ore... 
Woods: 

Teak 

Agila  and  others 

.Ml  other  articles 


2,771 

6,304 

.->,  724 

2,085 

83,072 

7,002 

368, 122 

11,700 

27,918 

913,585 

37. 631 

01,151 

n3,444 

384,202 

l.'i,842 

352.928 

31,578,232 

15,533 

49,420 

268,0.50 
115,138 

10, 572 

1,800,450 

275,288 

1,015,146 


0,248 

10,010 

34,058 

1,.520 

59, 723 

4,244 

039,530 

9,174 

0, 779 

081,919 

2.5,022 

33,925 

164.820 

33o;9in 


Total. 


37,608,030 


303, 22J 

32.449,847 

11,05.-. 

65,019 

375, 752 

148, 578 
41,806 

1,817,391 

4£9,090 

1,559,949 

39,210,828 
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Foreign  Trade  of  the  Kingdom. 

The  total  value  of  Siam's  foreign  trade,  as  entered  at  the  port  of 
Bangkok  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  was  $67,127,346, 
as  compared  with  $66,644,613  in  the  preceding  year.  The  imports 
valued  at  $27,916,518,  showed  a  decline  of  $1,120,065,  but  the  exports, 
valued  at  $39,210,828,  advanced  $1,602,798  over  the  figures  for 
1914-15.  The  loss  in  the  imports  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the 
decrease  in  the  receipts  of  gold  leaf  and  treasure  of  $1,114,852;  while 
additional  shipments  of  rice  to  the  value  of  $871,615  and  other  goods 
valued  at  $563,489  made  up  the  main  gain  in  the  exports.  The  total 
trade  for  1915-16  exceeded  the  average  for  the  past  five  years  by 
$2,043,504,  and  again  the  exports  from  Siam  exceeded  its 'imports, 
leaving  a  balance  of  trade  in  its  favor  of  $11,294,310,  against  $8,- 
571,447  in  the  preceding  year.  Therefore,  in  view  of  certain  dislo- 
cations of  the  trade  and  transshipment  diflliculties  occasioned  by  the 
European  situation,  the  busines  of  the  country,  foreign  as  well  as 
domestic,  may  be  considered  as  well  sustained  for  the  year  under 
consideration. 

Changes  in  the  Export  Trade. 

The  exports  of  rice  for  1915-16  reached  1,252,399  short  tons,  an 
increase  of  26,130  tons  as  compared  Avith  the  preceding  year,  and 
exceeding  the  last  five  years'  average  by  237,361  tons.  The  total 
value j3f  the  rice  shipment  for  1915-16  was  $32,449,847,  an  addition 
of  $871,615  to  the  figures  of  the  preceding  year.  Other  products 
showing  increase  for  1915-16  were:  Cardamoms,  of  $28,334;  fish, 
$271,414;  silk  piece  goods,  $107,702;  raw  silk,  $33,440.  The  teak- 
wood  exports  increased  by  951  tons,  but  there  was  a  decrease  in  the 
total  value  of  $69,059  as  compared  with  1914-15.  The  pineapple 
canning  industry  failed  entirely  during  the  year  under  consideration, 
and  owing  to  the  European  situation  the  markets  for  many  native 
products  were  limited,  with  a  consequent  falling  off  in  esTport  values 
of  such  products.  Among  these  articles  showing  a  decrease  were: 
Raw  cotton,  of  $23,349;  gum  benzoin,  $21,139;  hides,  $231,666;  horn,s, 
$12,609;  stick-lac,  $27,226;  pepper,  $53,343;  rubber,  $4,478. 

Opportunities  for  Trade  Extension. 

In  view  of  the  new  interest  taken  by  the  Government  in  develop- 
ing its  trade  and  industries,  and  of  the  advanced  standards  of  living 
adopted  by  many  of  the  people,  there  appears  to  be  marked  oppor- 
tunities for  increased  trade  with  Siam  in  many  lines  of  American 
manufactures.  In  this  connection  special  mention  may  be  made  of 
American  iron  and  steel  goods  for  buildings,  electric  fixtures  and  ap- 
paratus, agricultural  implements,  automobiles,  bicycles,  clocks  and 
watches,  lamps,  talking  machines,  cameras  and  photographic  sup- 
plies, paper,  sewing  machines,  typewriters,  petroleum  products, 
chemicals  and  medicines,  scientific  instruments,  dairy  products,  flour 
and  biscuits,  canned  provisions,  etc.,  nearly  all  of  which  are  in  good 
demand. 

A  successful  trade  could  also  be  established  in  certain  lines  of 
goods  if  they  were  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  country,  for  instance, 
in  cotton  goods,  the  3^early  imports  of  which  amount  to  about 
$6,000,000,  jewelry,  school  books,  enameled  ware,  and  glassware. 
The  exploitation  of  American  goods  by  American  firms,  of  which 
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there  are  now  only  two  or  three  in  Bangkok,  would  be  of  distinct 

advantage.    The  people  of  Siam  are  prepared  to  welcome  American 

business  men,  who  on  their  arrival  in  the  Kingdom  would  find  the 

reputation  of  Americans  for  integrity  and  fair  dealing  exceptionally 

good. 

Increased  Interest  in  American  V/ares. 

As  shown  in  the  comparative  list  given  below  considerable  ad- 
vance was  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  imports  into  this  coun- 
try in  certain  lines  of  United  States  manufactured  articles,  and 
judging  from  the  many  requests  received  by  this  consulate  for  in- 
formation in  regard  to  American  goods,  it  would  appear  that  the 
trade  between  United  States  and  Siam  will  largely  expand  within 
the  next  few  years.  Bangkok  merchants  have  lately  expressed  their 
satisfaction  with  the  improved  methods  in  packing  of  American 
goods  for  export,  and  United  States  business  men  also  seem  to  have 
taken  a  new  interest  in  the  trade  of  Siam,  as  indicated  by  the  num- 
ber of  letters  and  trade  literature  received  at  this  consulate. 

The  commercial  reading  room  attached  to  the  office  of  the  consulate 
has  been  of  increasing  interest  to  the  business  community  of  this 
place,  whose  attention  is  directed  to  the  reading  room  through  a 
trade  list,  issued  by  the  consulate  from  time  to  time,  giving  notice  of 
the  receipt  of  new  catalogues  and  other  trade  literature,  and  fur- 
nishing names  and  addresses  of  American  firms  that  desire  to  open 
up  business  with  Siamese  merchants  and  importers. 

Articles  Imported  from  the  United  States. 

The  direct  imports  into  Siam  from  the  United  States  and  their 
value  during  the  fiscal  years  ended  March  31,  1915  and  191G,  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Bicycles 

Boots  and  shoes 

Chemicals  and  medicines 

Cigarettes 

Clocks,  watches,  and  parts. . . 

Cotton  goods 

Cutlery 

Electrical  goods  and  appara- 
tus   

Fish ,  canned 

Flour 

Foodstuffs,  n.  e.  s 

Glass  manufactures 

Instruments,  scientific 

Lamps,  and  parts 

Leather  and  dressed  skins . . . 

LuhricatLag  oil 

Machinery 

Machine  belting 

Metal  manufactures 


1911-15       1915-16 


$1, 187 
107 
1,765 
7,999 
256,021 
1, 625 
1,396 
2,421 

23,637 
3,322 

10,688 
4,895 
808 
1, 656 
6,262 


40, 556 
151, 888 


11,971 


S2, 971 

418 

844 

22. 615 

237, 736 

3,905 

5,415 

3,988 

46,951 

1,045 

22,912 

9,543 

3,902 

2,850 

7, 633 

956 

47, 108 

57, 135 

506 

170, 357 


Articles. 


Milk,  canned , 

Mineral  oil 

Motor  cars,  and  parts , 

Motor  cycles 

Paints 

Paper  and  manufactures 

Perfumery  and  cosmetics 

Photographic  goods 

Railroad  material  ajid  trucks. 

Uiibl)er  goods , 

Sewing  machines 

Ship?  and  boats , 

Soap 

Sporting  goods  and  games . . . 

Stationery 

Tools,  other  than  machine. . . 

Wood  manufactures 

Zinc , 

Ail  other  articles 


Total. 


1914-15        1915-16 


$931 

329, 666 

26,441 

656 

2, 690 

2, 53:-l 

844 

340 

108, 657 

378 

9,140 


160 

1,448 

12, 280 

3,144 


14.  487 


1,041,893 


$2,  4.30 
282, 107 

66, 044 
751 
2,512 
5,  .S97 
2,089 
7,266 

30,383 
2,011 

11,466 

27, 580 
1,043 
2,759 
2, 90S 

11,. 881 
7, 633 
1, 487 

IS,  846 


l,13.5,i 


American  Trade  with  Siam. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1913-14  the  value  of  the  imports  from  the 
United  States  into  Siam  for  the  first  time  passed  the  million-dollar 
mark,  and  for  1914—15  the  amount  remained  at  about  the  same  figure, 
but  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  however,  a  record  figure 
of  $1,135,883  was  reached,  being  an  increase  of  $93,990  as  compared 
with  the  fiscal  year  1914-15.    This  advance  must  be  regarded  as 
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satisfuctoiy,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  trade  during  the  year  was 
greatly  hampered  by  inadequate  shipping  facilities,  and  especially 
by  the  lack  of  neutral  ports  of  transshipment  for  American  freight  to 
Siam.  It  appears  that  the  latter  condition  can  only  be  permanently 
overcome  by  inducing  an  independent  American-Oriental  steamship 
line  to  make  Bangkok  a  regular  port  of  call. 

Direct  shipping  connections  between  United  States  and  Siam 
would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  in  developing  the  trade  relations 
between  the  respective  countries,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Siam,  not 
being  a  manufacturing  country,  needs  American  finished  products  of 
every  description,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  raw  products  of  much 
interest  and  value  to  industries  in  the  ITnited  States  await  exporta- 
tion from  Siam. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

A  review  of  Siam's  exports  to  the  United  States  shows  that  for 
many  years  the  purchases  have  mainly  been  limited  to  hides,  horns, 
pepper,  and  rice.  Only  occasionally,  and  in  small  quantities,  has 
there  been  a  demand  for  teakwood,  gamboge,  gum  benzoin,  stick- 
lac,  and  tungsten.  The  attention  of  American  manufacturers  may 
therefore  be  directed  to  the  fact  that  Siam  produces  a  number  of  ravi 
products  of  interest,  which,  although  not  always  directly  procurable 
in  the  open  market,  can  generally  be  supplied  on  demand.  Among 
these  are  cinnamon,  cardamoms  nutmegs,  cloves,  ginger,  tamarind, 
anise,  liquorice,  turmeric,  castor  seeds,  kapok,  rubber,  silk,  ivory, 
copra,  rubies,  sapphires,  and  certain  marine  products. 

The  total  declared  value  of  exports  from  Bangkok  to  the  United 
States  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  was  $310,239,  as 
compared  with  $292,703  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

The  quantities  and  declared  values  of  the  principal  items  in- 
voiced at  the  consulate  at  Bangkok  for  shipment  to  the  United  States 
for  the  fiscal  years  1914-15  and  191.5-16  are  showm  in  the  following- 
table  : 


Articles. 


Pounds.       Value, 


1915-16 


Pounds.      Value 


Hides 

Pepper,  white 

Rice  white  and  broken. 

Tungsten  ore 

All  other  articles , 


77,046 

770, 368 

1, 767, 304 

56,000 


Total. 


810, 536 

109, 994 

147, 896 

12,853 

11,425 


30, 163 

497, 438 

10,891,504 

1,110,000 


S4,410 
82,288 
174.613 
46, 330 
2,598 


292, 703 


310, 239 


The  only  shipments  of  Siamese  products  to  the  American  insular 
possessions  for  the  fiscal  year  1915-16  were  161,110  feet  of  teak 
squares,  valued  at  $22,731,  for  the  Philippine  Islands. 
Financial  Administration — Budget  Estimates — Currency. 

A  department  for  the  inspection  of  revenues  has  been  formed;  its 
function  is  to  examine  and  approve  all  disbursements  of  public  funds, 
or  check  all  revenues  collected,  and  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the 
various  Government  offices  in  every  province  and  town,  so  that  the 
financial  progress  of  the  Kingdom  may  not  be  impeded  by  prevent- 
able losses.     To  give  effect  to  this  arrangement  the  Bangkok  and  pro- 
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vincial  revenue  departments  have  been  consolidated  and  placed  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Finance. 

In  the  recently  published  budget  figures  for  the  fiscal  year  1910-17 
the  estimated  revenue  is  placed  at  $26,692,360,  which  is  also  the  esti- 
mate for  the  expenditures.  Expenditures  not  met  from  current 
revenue  are  put  at  $0,820,877  and  are  made  up  from  treasury  reserves, 
from  lotins,  and  from  sinking  funds. 

The  Siamese  silver  coins  are  the  "tical,"  officially  called  "baht," 
weighing  about  236  grams  ti'oy  900  fine,  and  the  one  "salung"  and 
two  "  salung "  pieces  of  one- fourth  and  one-half  the  value  of  the 
tical  that  have  recently  been  put  into  circulation. 

The  nickel  coins  are  the  10  and  5  "  satang  "  pieces,  or  one-tenth  and 
one-twentieth  of  a  "  tical." 

There  is  but  one  bronze  coin,  the  "  satang,"  or  one  one-hundredth 
of  a  "tical."  The  value  of  1  "tical"  in  United  States  currency  is 
about  37  cents. 

The  Siamese  gold-standard  law  of  1908  provided  for  a  gold  10- 
"  tical "  piece,  but  this  coin  has  not  yet  been  introduced.  This  law 
also  fixed  the  value  of  the  "tical"  at  the  rate  of  13  "ticals"  to  £1 
sterling  ($4.81),  but  the  bank  rate  varies,  however,  being  now  based 
on  the  exigencies  of  the  local  trade  instead  of  on  the  price  of  silver 
in  foreign  countries.  The  gold-standard  reserve  fund,  held  for  the 
maintenance  of  exchange,  in  sterling,  Avas  about  £1,115,820  ($5,430,- 
138)  on  April  29,  1916.  . 

The  paper  currency  consists  of  treasury  notes  in  values  ranging 
from  5  "  ticals "  up  to  1,000  "  ticals "  each,  and  by  April  29,  1916, 
the  values  of  notes  in  circulation  was  40,777,700  "ticals"  ($15,- 
087,749). 

Progress  in  Railway  Construction. 

The  opening  of  the  first  section  of  the  Royal  State  Railways  from 
Bangkok  to  Ayuthia  (the  old  capital)  in  1897  was  the  beginning  of 
a  system  of  railways  that  in  another  year  or  two  will  equip  almost 
the  entire  country  with  modern  facilities  for  transportation. 

The  official  report  of  the  southern  line  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
March  31,  1915,  shows  that  during  that  period  120  miles  of  that  line 
had  been  opened  to  traffic,  leaving  some  350  miles  to  be  completed. 
Later  reports  indicate  that  construction  is  proceeding  satisfactorily 
in  spite  of  heavy  floods  that  caused  some  damage  to  the  embankments. 
This  is  a  meter-gauge  railway  and  forms  a  distinct  system,  running 
through  the  entire  length  of  Siam's  provinces  in  the  Malay  Penin- 
sula and  along  the  coastal  regions  in  the  northern  districts  on  the 
Gulf  of  Siam.  As  these  districts  have  no  convenient  ports  for  sea- 
going ships,  this  railway  will  become  a  prominent  factor  in  their 
economic  development. 

The  northern  line  has  been  officially  opened  for  traffic  as  far  as 
Lampang.  The  original  plan  was  to  open  it  as  far  as  Chiengmai 
(the  northern  capital)  in  April,  1917,  but  owing  to  the  delay  in  the 
shipment  of  railway  material  the  final  date  for  the  completion  of 
the  work  is  uncertain.  This  route  will  reach  the  fertile  regions  of 
northern  Siam,  and  commercial  centers  and  resources  that  have  been 
out  of  practical  reach  of  the  southern  capital  and  port  of  Bangkok 
will  now  be  brought  into  rapid  trade  connections  with  profitable 
markets. 
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The  coiupletion  of  the  northern  Siamese  line  .suggests  a  possible 
linking  up  of  this  system  with  the  Indo-Chinese  and  Chinese  .systems 
of  railroads,  Avhereby  the  long  voyage  around  Singapore  and  through 
the  China  Sea  woukl  be  avoided  and  the  quick  passage  for  mails 
AYOuld  be  secured,  togetlier  with  the  many  other  advantages  conse- 
quent upon  rapid  overland  transportation. 

Agriculture  and  Irrigation. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Irrigation  Department  took 
over  the  works  of  a  large  private  irrigation  company  at  Klong 
Rangsit,  in  order  to  extend  the  irrigation  not  only  to  the  entire  dis- 
trict covered  by  the  activities  of  the  company  but  also  farther  north. 
About  500  square  rai  (2|  rai=l  acre)  of  land  have  been  set  aside 
at  Klong  Rangsit  for  an  experimental  seed  farm.  An  experimental 
mirser,y  for  the  study  of  plants  and  trees  has  been  established  at 
Bhisnulok,  while  the  study  and  treatment  of  cattle  diseases  will  be 
taken  up  in  a  school  recently  organized  for  that  purpose. 

The  extensive  plans  for  irrigation  proposed  last  year  have  now 
taken  definite  shape,  the  "  Prasak "  scheme,  involving  an  outlay 
of  about  $4,255,000,  having  been  selected  for  the  first  part  of  the 
plans,  which  if  completed  will  cost  about  $50,000,000.  Steam  shovels 
and  hydraulic  dredges  have  been  shipped  from  the  United  States, 
and  two  American  engineers  have  arrived  to  superintend  the  erec- 
tion and  running  of  the  machinery.  Two  more  American  engineers 
are  attached  to  the  Siamese  irrigation  department. 

During  the  season  1915-16  the  amount  of  land  under  rice  culti- 
vation reached  5,180,600  acres  against  5,096,000  acres  for  1914-15. 
but  the  crop  was  lighter,  however,  and  the  yield  of  paddy,  or  nn- 
husked  rice,  amounted  to  only  4,468,906  short  tons  as  compared 
with  4,626,017  tons  for  the  preceding  season. 
Tin  and  Tungsten  Mining. 

Considerable  interest  was  centered  last  j^ear  in  the  mineral-bearing 
districts  adjoining  the  Siamese  railw^ay  extension  in  the  Malay 
I*eninsula.  Mining  experts  reported  several  rich  finds  of  tin  and 
tungsten  (wolframite)  deposits,  the  boring  results  of  one  mining 
expert  being  reported  as  attaining  an  average  of  considerably  over 
1  pound  of  tin  per  cubic  yard.  Dredging  for  tin  will  be  undertaken 
wherever  possible,  and  it  is  understood  that  a  50-foot  dredge  with 
a  capacity  of  1,000,000  cubic  yards  per  month  has  been  ordered 
from  the  United  States.  This  will  be  the  first  tin  dredger  to  Avork 
in  the  interior,  but  a  large  number  have  been  employed  in  the 
various  harbors  of  the  Peninsula  with  satisfactory  results. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1916,  the  shipments  to 
United  States  of  tungsten  (wolframite)  ore  amounted  to  about  55  tons, 
all  of  wdiich  had  lieen  mined  in  the  district  of  Nakawn  Sritamarat,  in 
the  Siamese  Mnlay  States.  It  is  said  that  large  tin-bearing  areas 
have  been  examined  and  applied  for  by  various  syndicates.  The 
areas  applied  for  amount  to  several  thousand  acres  in  the  districts 
of  Huey  Jot  (Trang),  Tung  Songj  Chawang,  Ronpibon,  Nakawn 
Sritamarat,  Singora,  and  Patani,  in  the  Siamese  portion  of  the 
Malay  Peninsula.?-    i„i  ^?. 
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